
 

 
 

 

OLT	projects	–	‘Inside	Story’	of	the	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly	

A	collaborative	initiative	of	ACU	and	HERDSA	Vic	Branch	
 

Day/Date/Time:  Thursday, 21 November 2013, 2.00 pm to 5.15 pm 
Venue:  Room 7.02, The Daniel Mannix Building, Melbourne Campus, Australian Catholic University 
Map:   http://www.acu.edu.au/about_acu/campuses/melbourne/travel_to_melbourne_campus/map 

Synopsis 

The session aims to provide an update on two projects funded by the Office of Learning and Teaching (OLT), and the 
opportunity to learn from the experiences of colleagues who received the OLT grants. 

 2012 - Renewing first year curricula for social sciences and humanities in the context of discipline threshold 
standards. (http://www.olt.gov.au/project-renewing-first-year-curricula-social-sciences-and-humanities-context-
discipline-threshold-st) 

 2013 - Valuing student voices when exploring, creating and planning for the future of Australian higher education. 
(http://www.olt.gov.au/project-valuing-student-voices-when-exploring-creating-and-planning-future-australian-higher-
educati) 

Program 

2.00-2.15: Welcome and Introduction 
2.15-3.15: OLT Project Team to provide update on preliminary findings. 
3.15-3.45: Refreshments and Questions (participants to identify their areas of interest) 
3.45-4.30: Tips and Tricks - Interview of Project Leaders - experiences of applying for and managing OLT grants, 

and answers to questions from audience 
4.30-4.45: HERDSA Vic Chapter – update 
4.45-5.15: Informal discussion and ‘end-of-year’ celebration  

Presenters 

Associate Professor Theda Thomas is Associate Dean (Learning and Teaching) in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at the 
Australian Catholic University.  Her research interests are in first year pedagogy and the embedding of the development of 
graduate attributes into the teaching of the wide variety of disciplines found in the Faculty.  She is currently leading a 
project funded by the OLT titled “Renewing First Year Curricula for Social Sciences and Humanities in the context of 
discipline threshold standards”.  The project is being undertaken in collaboration with colleagues from Charles Sturt 
University, Latrobe University, University of New England, University of Southern Queensland, University of Tasmania and 
University of Western Sydney. 

Dr Simone Buzwell has been an academic psychologist for nearly twenty years, primarily specialising in health and 
developmental psychology. In 2006, Simone commenced work in the area of Learning and Teaching Scholarship and has 
obtained significant funding for learning and teaching, and well as student engagement projects. From 2005 to mid-2013, 
Simone was the Associate Dean (Teaching Quality) at Swinburne University and amongst various teaching and learning 
activities managed the university’s OLT submissions. Simone is currently leading an OLT grant, exploring Students’ 
visions of the future of higher education in Australia, together with collaborators from the University of Technology, Sydney 
and colleagues at Swinburne University. 

Registration 

ACU colleagues will be able to register through Staff Connect. 

All other colleagues should register for the event through an email to Julia Choate (julia.choate@monash.edu). 


